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ART MUSEUM DIRECTOR GIVES SECOND ANNUAL LECTURE SERIES 
Wednesdays — January 10, 17, and 24 

Extraordinary frescoed Italian chapels are the inspiration for a winter evening lecture 
series at the Cleveland Museum of Art: Ensembles of Artistic Genius. Museum director Robert P. 
Bergman titles his lectures "Giotto, the Arena Chapel: The Birth of ‘Modern’ Art" (January 10); 
"Masaccio, the Brancacci Chapel: The Renaissance Revolution" (January 17); and "Michelangelo, 
the Sistine Chapel: Heroic Visions of Sacred History" (January 24). All begin at 7 pm. 

Registration and seating are first-come, first-served. Pre-registration to guarantee seating 
is required by January 10. Series fee: $25 ($20 for museum members). Write checks to the 
Cleveland Museum of Art and mail to: Education Department, Artistic Genius, Cleveland 
Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106-1797. Call 421-7340, ext. 464, for 
information. After January 10, remaining seats will be available at the door at $10 per lecture. 

The Arena Chapel in Padua, the Brancacci Chapel at Santa Maria del Carmine in 
Florence, and the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican in Rome are cornerstones of the Italian 
Renaissance, created by the definitive painters of the Renaissance from its beginning in the 14th 
century through its high point in the early 16th century. Extensive recent restoration efforts on 
the Brancacci and Sistine chapels have revolutionized modern understanding of the artists’ 
intentions and of their powerful influence on contemporaries and later generations of artists. 

In a sold-out lecture series last January, Dr. Bergman served as "tour director" of an 
armchair voyage to extraordinary monuments of the Medieval Mediterranean world. Commenting 
on his topic for this year’s series, he says, "I’m very much looking forward to exploring the seminal 
works of these ‘geniuses’-grcat artists who were able to create three of the greatest painted 
ensembles in history." 


A medievalist educated at Rutgers and Princeton, Dr. Robert P. Bergman taught art history at Princeton and 
Harvard before becoming director of The Walters Art Gallery in Baltimore in 1981. His research has 
focused on Byzantine and Medieval Italian art. Since becoming director of the Cleveland Museum of Art in 
1993, Dr. Bergman has lectured to large and enthusiastic museum, university, and civic audiences on a variety 
of topics. Dr. Bergman has served as chair of the American Arts Alliance, president of the Association of 
Art Museum Directors, and currently is on the board of directors of the American Association of Museums. 
In Cleveland he serves as chair of the Cleveland Cultural Coalition and on the boards of trustees of the 
Greater Cleveland Growth Association and the Cleveland Restoration Society. 
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